
  

  

  

MME/bg 

 

November 2022 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

Do you know what your child is doing online? 

 Summary of action(s) required   Deadline  
 Check your child’s smartphone, including all their social media       
accounts, WhatsApp, and text messages.    
 
 Ensure you have robust controls in place, to filter and monitor  
their use.  (links on how to do this are below).  

 As soon as possible.  

 
I want to make you aware that the college has been involved in supporting students and their 
families with several serious safeguarding incidents, involving the use of smartphones and 
social media. Recently, some of our parents checked their child’s phones and have been 
incredibly shocked to find evidence of some concerning issues. These have included videos 
of risk-taking and anti-social behaviour in the wider community. We have also had to support 
students and families after finding evidence that their child has been exploited over social 
media platforms to produce and share explicit videos and photographs. The police are 
investigating this issue. 

We are also aware, that some students are accessing harmful content which is influencing 
their worldview and how they behave, toward each other. Unfortunately, the content by an 
online influencer, Andrew Tate is being quoted amongst students. Below is a link to some 
more specific advice: Harmful Content - Andrew Tate - Safer Schools NI 
 
To mitigate the risks associated with the online world, we urge you all to routinely check your 
child’s smartphone, including all social media applications and regularly talk to your child 
about what they are doing online. If you find anything concerning, or would like to talk further 
about this issue, please do contact enquiries@bottishamvc.org. Please also contact us if you 
believe another child is at risk of harm. 
 
It is essential, that all parents and carers ensure that smart devices have appropriate 
controls and filters in place, to protect children from harmful content, grooming, and 
exploitation. We have included some links below, to provide advice and guidance on these 
issues and how to support and monitor your child’s internet and smartphone use. 
 
What is sexting and the law? 
 
This page provides information on the law relating to child sexting or sharing indecent 
images or texts of children and contains advice on what to do if your child has been involved 
in sexting. https://childlawadvice.org.uk/information-pages/sexting/ 
 

https://saferschoolsni.co.uk/harmful-content-andrew-tate/
mailto:enquiries@bottishamvc.org
https://childlawadvice.org.uk/information-pages/sexting/


  

  

  

NSPCC – Sharing Nudes 
 
Advice from the NSPCC about sharing ‘nudes and semi nudes’. Sharing nudes and semi-
nudes | NSPCC 
 
CEOP – Child Exploitation and Online Protection 
 
Report online sexual abuse, or for additional advice and support CEOP Safety Centre 
 
Setting up controls 
 
When setting up an iPhone or Android device for a child, they will need either an iCloud 
account or a Google account. Please ensure this has been set up with their correct date of 
birth. By doing this, the device will put in place additional protection and will prompt parents 
to link to their accounts, so controls and supervision can be managed by them. Below is a 
video to show you how to set up parental controls on an Apple device. 
 
How to set up parental controls on an iPhone or iPad 
 
How to Set Up Parental Controls on iPhone or iPad - YouTube 
 
There are some additional applications, which can be paid for which have additional features 
and protection. Please follow the link to the U Switch guide. 
 
How to keep your child safe on their smartphone – the definitive guide (uswitch.com) 
 
Only Fans  
 
‘Only Fans’ is an online platform, created in the UK. It is free to join either as a user or 
creator, but creators monetise their content by charging subscription fees for users to view it. 
This content can take the form of photos, videos, live streams, and one-to-one chats. In 
many cases users are required to pay extra for any additional content they would like to 
access. The site has around 50 million users worldwide and is aimed squarely at an adult 
audience. Below is an information bulletin about this application, which explains the risks. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Mr D Fullman 
Deputy Principal 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/sexting-sending-nudes/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/sexting-sending-nudes/
https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pDwOeoc6LAw
https://www.uswitch.com/mobiles/guides/mobile-phone-safety/#:%7E:text=To%20set%20them%20up%2C%20open,3)%20Restrict%20their%20other%20activity.


  

  

  

 


