


At Bottisham Village College, we are striving to create a five-year curriculum plan that builds effective revision 
strategies into homework and lessons, to ensure that students are able to place powerful knowledge into 
their long-term memories. Additionally, we hope that this will help build effective learning strategies from 
early in their time here at the college. 
Based on evidence, we know that regular recall activities are the best way of achieving this goal and 
committing powerful knowledge into the students’ memories. 
At the start of each term, we shall publish all the knowledge organisers that students will require for their 
studies in each curriculum area. These will cover a range of aspects: facts, dates, characters, quotes, precise 
definitions and important vocabulary. We are clear: if this fundamental knowledge is secured, students can 
then develop their higher-level skills of analysis and critical understanding with greater depth. 
They will be given an electronic A4 Knowledge Organiser (KO) booklet for each term containing all of the 
knowledge required. In lessons, Bottisham staff will be regularly testing this fundamental knowledge, using 
short-quizzes or even more formal “Faculty Knowledge Tests”. 
The best way to use these organisers at home, is to follow a simple mantra: 

 
1. Look at a certain aspects of a particular 
knowledge organiser 
2. Cover up part of their knowledge organiser 
3. Write it out from memory 
4. Check and correct any spelling mistakes, missing 
bits or mistakes 
 

So simple but so effective. 







Students study Computing, D&T or Food & Nutrition in rotation 

Unit Topics: 

Spreadsheets 
Computer Systems recap 
Programming 

Programs use: 

GoogleSlides, GoogleDocs 
Microsoft Office 
Python 



Students study Dance & Drama under the combined subject heading of Performing Arts 



Students study Dance & Drama under the combined subject heading of Performing Arts 

Social/Historical/Political Context: 
A family living in poverty in 20

th
 Century Europe 

Waiting to be taken by an unseen force 

Influenced by WW2 events – concentration camps 

Key Terms: 
Repertoire: sections of movement taken directly 

from an existing piece of professional work 

Dynamics: The qualities of movement based up-

on variations in speed, strength and flow 

Narrative Structure: The piece tells a clear story 

Expressive Skills 

 
 Focus 

 Facial expression 

 Sensitivity to other dancers 

 Communication of choreographic intent 

 Spatial awareness 

 Projection 

 Phrasing 

 Musicality 

Mental Skills 

 
 Rehearsal 

discipline 

 Response to 

feedback 

 Systematic 

repetition 

 Capacity to 

improve 

 Movement 

memory 

Safety in Lifts 

 
 Spatial 

awareness 

 Communication  

 Using your core 

muscles 

 Lifting with your 

legs 

 Following 

instructions 

(staying safe) 

Set/Staging  

(Not Lighting) 

 Location 

 Quality/Condition 

of living 

 Symbolism 

 Colour 

 Props 

Dance Styles: 

 

Contemporary: 
Parallel feet, release, 

contraction, floor work, 

isolation. 

 
Ballet: Turn out, 

extension, pointed toes, 
upright posture. 

Performance Environment: End Stage 



Students study Dance & Drama under the combined subject heading of Performing Arts 

social - the society featured in the play, 
including the character’s social class, their 
financial or economic status and the type of 
government power they live within. 

historical - the events in the past that impact on 
the current situation or characters. 

cultural - the views and practices of the 
characters, including their religious views, 
superstitions, family values, morals and 
ethics 

Macbeth was written by 
William Shakespeare and 

has themes of murder, 
madness and royalty.  

They live in a society ruled 
by monarchy not 

government. 
 

Many people are desperate 
to be King and rule the land. 

The characters are power 
hungry and willing to be 
violent to get what they 

want. 
 

The witches are a 
supernatural force.  

Blood Brothers was written by Willy 
Russell and has themes of class, murder 

and superstition.  
 

They live in a society under the rule of 
Margaret Thatcher and the conservative 

party.  
 

Twins are separated at birth and not 
told that they are brothers. One grows 
up in a rich family and one stays with 

the  poor family.  





Romeo & Juliet 
Literary Techniques & Definitions 

prologue a speech addressed to audience at the beginning of a play 

tragedy a play in which a main character suffers a major downfall as a 
result of a flaw in their character or because of some inescapable 
force 

oxymoron a combination of words that have opposite meanings 

pun a play on words for humorous effect 

sonnet a poem made up of 14 lines that typically rhymes in a fixed man-
ner 

imagery the use of descriptive language that appeals to the senses 

metaphor direct comparison 

soliloquy a speech where a character speaks his thoughts out loud so that 
only the audience can hear them 

personification giving human qualities to inanimate objects 

simile a comparison using “like” or “as” 

hyperbole deliberate/outrageous exaggeration 

blank verse writing that has a rhythmic structure but doesn’t rhyme 

rhymed verse writing that has a rhythmic structure and uses rhyme 

prose writing without a rhythmic structure 

iambic pentameter a line of verse with 5 pairs of stressed and unstressed beats 

semantic field a set of words related in meaning 

foreshadowing a hint of what is to come 

dramatic irony a literary technique where the audience knows more than the 
characters on stage 

Plot 

1 In Italy two noble families, the Montagues and Capulets, have hated 
each other for years. Romeo Montague is in love with  Rosaline who 
does not love him. He goes to a Capulet ball where he falls in love 
with Juliet. 

2 Romeo creeps into Lord Capulet’s garden to see Juliet. She appears 
on her balcony and talks of her love for Romeo. He reveals himself 
and they pledge their love and agree to get married. 

3 Romeo and Juliet are married secretly by the Friar with the Nurse’s 
help. After the wedding, Tybalt comes looking to fight Romeo. 
Mercutio defends him and is killed. Romeo kills Tybalt in his rage and 
is banished. Juliet is told by her father that she has to marry Count 
Paris. 

4 Juliet seeks help from the Friar who tells her to take a pill which will 
make her appear dead. He writes to Romeo to tell him of the plan so 
that they can escape together. 

5 The Friar’s letter fails to reach Romeo. When Romeo hears that Juliet 
is dead, he buys poison and returns to Verona. He fights and kills 
Paris and then commits suicide by Juliet’s side. When Juliet wakes up 
and realises Romeo is dead, she stabs herself. The Capulets and 
Montague decide to reconcile. 

Themes 

love 

fate and free will 

parents and 
children 

violence and 
conflict 

individual vs society 

Symbolism 

light and 
darkness 

day and night 

death 

religion 



Romeo & Juliet 
Key quotes (Romeo’s Emotions) 

“Did my heart love till now? Forswear it ,sight! 
For I ne’er saw a true beauty till this night” Romeo on 
first seeing Juliet 

“Oh, she doth teach the torches to burn bright!” First 
sight 

“Sin from thy lips? O trespass sweetly urged. 
Give me my sin again” [He kisses her] From the first 
conversation 

“But, soft! what light through yonder window breaks? It 
is the east, and Juliet is the sun!” Romeo 

“No sudden mean of death, though ne’er so mean/  But 
‘banished to kill me? Banished?” Romeo’s Banishment 
Monologue 

“Eyes look your last!/ Arms take your last embrace! O 
you/ The doors of breath, seal with a righteous kiss.” 
Romeo’s last speech. 

“I defy you stars” Romeo 

“For never was a story of more woe/ 
Than this of Juliet and her Romeo.” Prince 

Key Vocabulary 

Adjective Meaning 

antagonistic being hostile 

hyperbolic over-the-top 

combative eager to fight 

vengeful wanting revenge 

impetuous acting without thought 

Verb Definition 

juxtapose place close together for contrasting effect 

abhor hate 

provoke make angry 

reconcile make up 

immortalise give unending fame 

Noun Definition 

fervour intense feeling 

catalyst a person or event that causes change 

futility pointlessness 

acquiescence Passive acceptance 

inevitability  certain to happen 

Characters 
The Montagues The Capulets Others 

Romeo Montague, Lord 
and Lady Montague (his 
parents), Benvolio 
(Romeo’s cousin) 

Juliet Capulet, Lord and 
Lady Capulet (her parents), 
Tybalt (her cousin), Nurse 
(her nursemaid) 

Mercutio (Romeo’s best friend), Friar 
Laurence (Romeo’s priest), Prince Escalus 
(Leader of Verona), Count Paris (suitor 
for Juliet) 

Context 
Duelling Maintaining the honour of your family name was hugely important in Elizabethan England 

and c14th Italy.  Most gentlemen carried swords in public. 
Courtly 
Love 

Shakespeare uses C14th Verona to set Romeo up as a typical ‘Petrarchan lover’ of the time. 
Petrarch was an Italian poet whose sonnets were all the rage in Renaissance England. A 
Petrarchan lover is melodramatic and suffers for love. 

Women 
& Mar-
riage 

Women were seen as the weaker sex and were the property of their father and later their 
husbands. Arranged marriages were common to match or improve social standing. 

Key quotes (Romeo’s Emotions) 

“Did my heart love till now? Forswear 
it ,sight! 
For I ne’er saw a true beauty till this 
night” Romeo on first seeing Juliet 

“Oh, she doth teach the torches to burn 
bright!” First sight 

“Sin from thy lips? O trespass sweetly 
urged. 
Give me my sin again” [He kisses her] 
From the first conversation 

“But, soft! what light through yonder 
window breaks? It is the east, and Juliet is 
the sun!” Romeo 

“No sudden mean of death, though ne’er 
so mean/  But ‘banished to kill me? 
Banished?” Romeo’s Banishment 
Monologue 

“Eyes look your last!/ Arms take your last 
embrace! O you/ The doors of breath, 
seal with a righteous kiss.” Romeo’s last 
speech. 

“I defy you stars” Romeo 

“For never was a story of more woe/ 
Than this of Juliet and her Romeo.” Prince 







Key People 
Abraham Lincoln Became President in 
1860 and led the North in the American 
Civil War. He signed the 13th Amendment in 
1865. 
Rosa Parks Arrested in 1954 for refusing to 
give up her seat for a white passenger 
Emmett Till A 14 year old black boy from 
the North. He was murdered for wolf 
whistling at a white woman in Mississippi 
Martin Luther King A civil rights leader. He 
was assassinated in 1968. 
Lyndon Johnson American President who 
signed the Civil Rights Act in 1964 
Stephen Lawrence A black British teenager 
who was murdered in a racist attack in 1993 
George Floyd A black American man who 
was murdered by a police officer in America 
in 2020 

 

Slavery Ends; Segregation and the Civil Rights movement. 
1861-5: American Civil War (Northerners vs Southerners) 

1911: NAACP set up 

1955: Emmet Till murdered. Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat on a bus, leading to the 

Montgomery Bus Boycott. 

 

Key events  

 In 1860 the states in which slavery was allowed left the USA because they thought that 
President Lincoln wanted to end slavery. The North went to war to stop them. 600 000 
people died in the war; at the end of it slavery was made illegal. 

 The end of slavery did not bring massive improvements for African Americans in the 
Southern USA. The Ku Klux Klan used violence to keep them in their place. They could be 
lynched if they tried to resist or rebel against white domination. 

 Laws were passed in the Southern United that segregated black people. This means that 
they had to use separate facilities to white people, including schools, restaurants, theatres, 
hospitals. The facilities for the African Americans were much worse. 

 In 1911 the NAACP was set up; this was an organisation designed to end discrimination 
against African Americans. Later on it helped to organise many of the civil rights protests. 

 By the 1940s and the 1950s people had started to challenge this situation. African 
Americans in the South started to take action:  in 1955, Rosa Parks refused to move when 
she sat in the part of the bus reserved for white people. When she was arrested African 
Americans organised a protest which resulted in segregation on buses ending. Rosa had 
partly been inspired to take action by the story a young boy called Emmet Till who was 
murdered by white racists. The people who committed the murder were let off by a white 
jury: people across the USA were outraged by this. 

 Other black and white protestors went into segregated cafes and sat down together in the 
‘whites only’ section, waiting to be arrested; freedom riders travelled on buses in order to 
test the law on desegregation on interstate buses. 

 The most important figure in these protests was a man called Martin Luther King: an 
African American preacher from Atlanta whose bravery inspired others to take action. He 
believed in non-violent protest. 

 
 

Key history terms 

Continuity Things staying the same over time. The 

opposite of change. 

Hinder Make it hard for something to happen 



The Civil Rights Act 
 1954: the Supreme Court ruled that 

schools and colleges could not be 
segregated 

 1964: Civil Rights Act passed by 
Johnson 

Key events  
 President Kennedy tried to persuade congress 

(US parliament) to pass the Civil Rights Act, 
ending segregation, but they refused. In 1963 
he was assassinated and replaced by Lyndon 
Johnson who was finally able to get the law 
passed in 1964 

 Allowing African Americans to vote ended the 
dominance of white people in the South. Black 
politicians became powerful, and in 2008 the 
USA elected its first African American 
President. 

 African Americans are still one of the poorest 
groups in the USA, though many individual 
African Americans are highly successful, as 
business people, sports women and men, and 
celebrities. African Americans are more likely 
to go to jail than other groups in America: 
there is a lot of evidence that some members 
of the police in some areas discriminate 
against them. 

 

Black British history 
1948: Empire Windrush arrived in Britain 

1958: Nottingham Hill riots 

1965: Race Relations Act 

2019: Windrush compensation scheme launched 

 

Key events  
 The Empire Windrush was a ship that arrived in Britain on 21 June 1948. It had travelled from Jamaica and 

on board were 492 Black people from across the islands of the West Indies. 

 The people who arrived in Britain on the ship in 1948 came because they had been taught that Britain was 
their ‘mother country’ in the British Empire. Britain needed workers following WW2 and they were willing to 
work. 

 Many of black people arriving in Britain faced discrimination. Tensions in Notting Hill, London, culminated in 
riots breaking out in 1958. 400 mainly young white men attacked local black people and their homes. Many 
of the newspapers blamed black people for the disturbances. 

 The 1965 Race Relations Act investigated cases of racial discrimination. The law made it illegal to 
discriminate against people on the ground of race in some areas of life but not others. The 1968 Act 
expanded the law, but discrimination still continued. 

 In the 1980s the idea of Black History Month was brought to Britain, an idea that had been started in the US 
back in the 1920s. The aim was for the local community to challenge racism and educate others about the 
British history that was not taught in schools. 

 Black Lives Matter was founded in 2013 in America in response to a white man being found not-guilty of 
murder, having shot and killed 17 year old Trayvon Martin. The movement aims to combat acts of violence 
against black communities and to “create space for black imagination and innovation”. 

 Black Lives Matter protests against racism have taken place in Britain, including a series of protests held in 
June 2020 in response to the murder of a black man, George Floyd, in police custody in America. 

Key Topic Terms 
Abolition To get rid of something e.g. wanting to 
abolish (end) slavery          
Discrimination Treating a person unfairly because of 
who they are             
Emancipation Being set free 
Immigration The act of moving to another country to 
live there          
Segregation Keeping two groups of people apart. In 

the USA this meant black people couldn’t use the 
same facilities as white people 
Plantation A farm on which cotton or tobacco is 
grown     
Sharecroppers Freed slaves were given land by their 
ex-masters. In return they had to pay them a high 
rent, limiting their ability to make money 
 

 









Key Term Definition 

Ethics Applying a sense of right and wrong 
as a judgement 

Morality A sense of right and wrong 

Truth Objective idea usually referred to as 
fact 

Empiricism Physical Evidence 

 Realism the quality or fact of representing a 
person or thing in a way that is 
accurate and true to life 

Idealism any of various systems of thought in 
which the objects of knowledge are 
held to be in some way dependent 
on the activity of mind. 

Ethical Theories  

Kantian Ethics 

Everything we do must be for the 
good of the people involved. 

the rule has to be copied by 
everyone. 

Utilitarianism 

The best course of action was one that 
was in the best interests of the majority. 
 

Natural Law 

Natural law is designed to help 
humans live good lives in the way 
that God intended. 
 

Situation Ethics 

This is a theory that tries to reflect on 
what Jesus might do – the most loving 
thing. 
 

Realism is a way of thinking about the 
world in which things have an existence 
even if no one is studying them (looking, 
hearing, smelling, touching them). This 

was different from older philosophers who 
said that things only exist because of 
people who are aware of them. For 
example: beauty only exists because 

someone sees something that they think 
is beautiful. A realist philosopher might 
say that beauty is there whether anyone 

sees it or not. 

Idealism is 
the philosophy that believes 

the ultimate nature 
of reality is ideal, or based 

upon ideas, values, or 
essences. The external, or 

real world cannot be 
separated 

from consciousness, percepti
on, mind, intellect and reason 

in the sense of science. 

Key words 

Believe / Belief 

Faith 

Evidence 

Interpretation 

Skills in REP 

Debate 

Empathy 

Enquiry 

Discussion 

Analysis 


